
levelS Composition Research Prompt 

Write a three page research paper on the following question: 

How can people make changes in society? Describe several effective ways to change society in lasting, 

constructive ways. 


Use APA format and include three sources in your paper. 




INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT 
(Chapters 4, 5) 

1) 	Have you carefully introduced and established the purpose of your papu? 

Introductory 
infol"matioll 

Thesis 

Comments: 

Criteria 

• Attracts the attention 

• Introduces topic 

• Establishes the significance of the topic 

• infcmmltion 

• Presents a topic and focus that arc 
logical and reasonable for the scope of 

• reflects the main ideas of the paper 

• Is placed at the end of your introduction. 

Assessment 

this are8 

• 	 12-9 
• 	 Has one or two significant problems in 

area 
Below expectations 

• 	 8 points or 
• 	 three or more significant in this 

area 

Source work 
© Heinle. a Part or Cengage All reserved. 
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2) Arc the supporting points apI)roprhltcIy developed in the body of your paper'? 

Paragraph... 
purpose & 
idea, 
development 

Idea 
organization 
withillthe 
body oftbe 
paper,' 

COU",11lellts: 

Criteria 
• 	 The purpose of ~ach paragraph is made clear 

the topic sentence. 
• 	 1 ne lunction of each body paragraph is cJearly 

related to the thesis and a specific supporting point 
• 	 Ideas developed in the body are balanced 

appropriate in scope. 

• 	 Ideas build logically from one paragraph to the 
next. 

• 	 Tlw relationship between paragraphs is dearly 
through topic, concluding or transitions 

sentences. 

Assessment 

• 	 15-13 points 
• Has few or rio problems in this area 

Satisfactory 
• 	 12-8 points 
• 	 Has one or two significant problems in this 

area 
Below expectations 

• 	 7 points or 
• 	 Has three or more significant in this 

area 

Sourcework 2 
Photoeopiable © a Pali Learning. All reserved. 



3) How have you developed your ideas within each paragnlph? 

Paragraph 
development 

Idea 
organization 
within 
paragraphs 

Comments: 

Criteria 

• 	 Each paragraph develops one key idea that is 
introduced through the topic sentence. 

• 	 There is adequate information to clearly establish 
the point in each paragraph. 

• 	 Each paragraph includes at least one piece of 
outside evidence. 

• 	 Each paragraph shows evidence of critical thinking 
analysis 

• 	 Ideas build logically from one point to the next 
paragraph. 

• 	 The relationship between ideas within each 
paragraph is clearly established through guiding 
language. 

Assessment 

Excellent 
• points 
• Has few or no problems in this area 

Satisfactory 
• 	 21-18 points 
• 	 Has one or two significant problems 

area 
Below expectations 

• 	 ] 7 points or lower 
• 	 Has three or more significant problems in this 

area 

Source'work 	 3 
© a Part or 	 All reserved, 
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Have you used evidence from your sources effectively and accurately within '.he pllper? 

Evidence 
selcction ~ll1d 
integration 

Pflraphrascs 
and quotations 

Documcntation 

Comments: 

Criteria 

• 	 A II pIeces 01 evidence are appropriate for 
are making. 

• 	 A variety of types of evidence is 
• 	 All evidence is carefully explained and connected 

to the point being made. 
• 	 Credentials of expelis are provided when 

appropriate 

• 	 Paraphrased evidence is accurate and differs from 
tbe original text ' 

• 	 Quotes are used appropriately 
• 	 No more than 15% of the evidence is quoted 

material. 

• 	 Every piece of evidence is correctly cited within 
your paper using APA style. 

• 	 All sources are cited correctly on 
References page(s). 

• 	 Only sources used in the paper are listed in the 
References. 

Assessment 

• points 
• Bas few or no problems in this area 

Satisfactory 
• 	 21-1 8 points 
• 	 Has one or two significant nroblems in this 

area 
Below 

• 	 17 points or lower 
• 	 Has three or more signifIcant problems in area 

ExcelJent 

• 	 10-9 points 
• Has few or no oroblems in this area 

Satisfactory 
• 	 8-7 points 
• 	 Has one or two significant problcms in this 

area 
Below expectations 

• 	 6 points or lower 
• 	 I-las three or more significant problems in area 

Sourcework 	 4 
Pbotocopiable © a Part of Cengage All reserved. 



5) 	 How have ~you elos(~d yOlll' papel-? 

Criteria 
Conclusion • 	 .L ne conclusion contains 

statement 

• 	 conclusion reinforces the message 
the 

• 	 conclusion has an ending conunent that 
inspired the reader to keep thinking about your 

Comments: 

6) 	 Is your language usc within thc papcr accunltc and cffcctivc'? 

Criteria 
Language • Cohesion is built throughout thc paper 
control appropriate grammatical and lexical choices. 

• 	 Variety of sentence structures 

• 	 Accllrate sentence structure construction 

• 	 Appropriate 

• 	 , no grammar crrors 
understanding of the 

meal1lng 
Comments: 

Assessment 

Excellent 

• 	 8 
• Has no problems in this area 

Satisfactory 

• 	 7-6 points 
• Has one problem in tnlS area 

,Below expectations 
• 	 5 points or lower 
• 	 Has two or more problems in this area 

Assessment 

Excellent 


• 15-13 points 

Satisfactory 


• 12-10 

Below expectations 


• 	 9 points or lower 

Sourcework 5 
© (\ Pari of 	 All rights reserved. 
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Abdallah, Alasiri (Danny) 

Composition Class SA 

Final Draft 

Throughout our lives, most people look for serious change in their community or 

themselves. How can people make changes in society? In this world~ many people need 

aid from others or want to know what is the best way to find their goal for their issues, 

and whatever the issues may cause., we-We have many ••II••~t~1thtl1ee~'wv(0)Ir·ll(djthtle 

purpose is important. I focus on social change, and how people have the ability to 

change/see/argue their issues. How they challenge their lives that are more important in 

their lives to know the best way or find the characteristics of heroism in their lives. Belief 

in societal change depends on the ability of the community to respond to social 

ehaUeegingchal len ges. 

People mostly people looking look for hero that person can change more things 

inside them. We ~believe in that person, and we call him!! hero of our community, 

he aid to ehange those people. Tollefson (1993) v,fits In the article"PeopJe Who Make 

Change" First Name Tollefson (1993). How the H:erO ean okange them wllat is tile searet 

he-fteikHf..-liHl~*".fte-sa:~I"III••BD.~r~principl~s~large tllallthemseives" 

(pJ60). Most people need some aid from other almost ofthose kind of people already 

have the strategy of change. but they 

often hero is victim in every issues involved by it. For example, any president of any 
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country countries can't-&<! involved in any wars with his soldiers just common them from 

his office. That is rare ifyou find president involved himself in any wars. 

~••lj~~l1al(es_ so(;ia_Ic;h<ll1_gl!is_0ftl!nrelatl!dt()Ill<ll1)'_atttilJlltes._~~~=;.,.~_ 

(2001) writes in "Eve's Doughtier" that heroes have many traits and hold them without 

ever knowing them. Then he saysPolster continues, "All heroism is characterized by 

theses five basic traits I have just describe: respect for human life, faith in one's ability to 

make a difference, original perspective, physical and mental courage, and public or un 

public impact"_(p.163). In other words, these attributes are core of anyone want to be 

hero for make a change to something in his society, or specially. In fact the five basic 

traits if gathered ffi-~one person will make ambition for what want and also are making 

another community for achieve more what they planned. 

Most people take a higher risks for support or prove something, &y-traih 

Belief in extreme sport, but some times not belief to sport throws me--them to death. First 

Name Smith (2006) writes in "Extreme Sports: More to this title" about extreme sports 

and how it affects society. People are going to be on the higher risk ifthey play or try it. 

8lte-Smith writes "People who choose to take risk are irresponsible"_(p.157). In other 

words, some ofthose people take kind of any sport for prove something deferent to the 

world that may result in their deaths or exposing them to injuries. For example, accordant 

to the -NeVIS Felix, Baumgartner is aiming to pull off a record breaking tree fall jump 

from the edge of space Tuesday, vt'-earing nothing but a space suit, a helmet and a 

parachute. His goal is not oRly to jump from a higJ:ier altitude than anyone ever has 

12{),{){){) feet, more than three times the oruising altitude ofthe 
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a-'1erage airliaer. He is proving now to the world a new rules in Physics That kind of. 

challenge to discover new thing to help Technology to be more developer than was and 

also help the people in the world to change their social community by development that is 

reason to people make a change their 

Rarely do we find people who are working fer.-to change their communities. 

Martin Luther king, Jr. Whe-worked for racial equality and civil rights in the United 

States ofAmerica. Smith (2006). See ",;rites ia "EKtreme Sport". Seleet the risk teat the 

resetts are diffieHlt bet, to aeeie'fe a partieHlar goal. See Smith (2006)-writes 

"Intrinsically risky endeavor that selects individual who are high in sensation 

seeking"(p.158). In other words, we can see how Martin Luther King Jr. could be looked 

To sum..YQ, most societal change depends on the ability of the community to 

respond to social challenges. The change come from determination and seriousness 

that -will make a good result in the future with change many wrong in the past. Will not 

throw your life to be death but need to be more ambition to achieve what you want. The 
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sky will not rain more heroes be hero by five characterized you can hold it you are going 

to be changer for your live. Everyone can be hero if you get it to help li-Mire()}Jle. 

want you in that time you ordered from them. Inside everyone hero, you can serve your 

power or principle to make a deferent for your life and other people life. The pO'wer ofafl 

speetaeular. There is flO more importaflt step to take th&fl orgaflizatiofl vibes tryiflg to 

improve lite ifl our oOflllllUflities. Afld so, it is oruoial for those of us workiflg for our 

oommooities to ooderstafld how to do so effectively. PersOfl O&fl gi'fes more taafl 'Nflat 

gives, flO possible ifl this world O&fl make a oh&flge oOR4H'l:l:lflity &fly time aHY'+'mere, but 

must be able to do it. 

Danny, you have an excellent thesis statement, but your delivery was not as smooth. 

Always write clear and defined topic sentences. The assignment asked you to use 3 

articles. I did not want students to use other sources for this paper. More importantly, 

there were two parts that you did not write, and that is the main reason for your score. 

You cannot get a passing grade on this assignment because you plagiarized. I can give 

you partial credit for work done. 53/113. Here is the website address and article. 

http:Uctb.ku.edu/en/tablecontents/sub section main 1053.aspx 

In Summary 
The power of an organized community working together to reach agreed-upon goals is nothing 
short of spectacular. There is no more important step to take than organization when trying to 
improve life in our communities. And so, it is crucial for those of us working for our communities to 
understand how to do so effectively. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was a tremendously powerful organizer. In a speech in Memphis in 1968, 
he rallied listeners with the words, "Let us rise up tonight with a greater readiness. Let us stand 
with a greater determination. And let us move on in these powerful days, these days of challenge, 
to make America what it ought to be. We have an opportunity to make America a beUer nation." 
We at the Community Tool Box ask that you take that opportunity -- that you work to organize 
people for a beUer community, a beUer nation, and finally, a beUer world. 

http:Uctb.ku.edu/en/tablecontents/sub
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Class: Academic Writing 

Instructor: Jacob 

Name: Yen-Jung Chen 

The Power of Opportunity for Change 

Taking the advantage of opportunity is the first step towards a better society. 

Opportunity can become a means of power. +heyPeople-_can take the power of opportunity to 

change their current life, improve environment, and achieve their goals. However, the true 

question is how can people make changes in society? They can take nonviolent action, strive 

for education, and make money to change their life. Although it can be a risk or not work, 

people ought to take the power ofopportunity to changes their society. Difficulties we 

encounter can be changed by the power of opportunity, so we should try to find tfte..~way to 

figureow~llfjlllllilllll*lIlIlllt~IIIIII'IIIIII~IIII"IIIIIIII~t;IIII~ 

People can make changes in society by taking risk and a little adventure. It' 
on the Edge: Extreme sports and Their Role in Society" Julia Smith (2006) mentions "What 

would be the effect on society if we made it difficult for people to engage in their types of 

activities? (pol 57) She suggests by curbing people's passions and limiting access to activities 

is dangerous. We may encourage people who want to do extreme sports. On the contrary, if 

we limit people to take risk, we will encounter greater risk in the form of additions, crime and 

health problems the end result of which is a heavy burden for society to bear. (Smith, 2006). 

Although Smith is writing about sports, we can see that risk is important for a healthier and 

strong I••~___ 

In my opinion, I disagree with limiting any access to activities because everyone 
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need~ to take risk and have a little adventure. ~Smith (2006) asserts that ~Type T 

personality types as risk-taker and adventurers who seek excitement and stimulation 

whenever they can find or create it" (p.I58) Taking the opportunity and putting yourself in!! 

~situation and overcoming fear and puzzle can make you stronger. Several years ago, I 

went to Bali and Phuket for diving, basically I was so afraid of diving, but fmally overcome 

fear. Also, for example, my friend knQw~ it is dangerous to go mountain biking, but he still 

goes te-mountain biking at leisure time. He wants to take ris~ to challenge his abiHty. Every 

time, he overcome~ difficulty, he can get more confidence. Smith (2006) also discusses that 

"The right to risk is unalienable. It makes our society healthier and more vibrant. "(p. 159) 

Therefore, I agree with that idea, we should take risk to do more thing we never do, try to 

change our environment and society by taking the power of opportunity. People take 

advantage of opportunity by taking a risk or going on an adventure te-which can change their 

thoughts and put it into action a plan of change ... 

People can also make changes by taking advantage of social welfare or institution 

opportunity. . .. ~ole ()ftilt!<:;orJl()rati(}n ill.~l:lJlI'0t:t.illg .1,~al.l)tlv.e10PIIle.nt" tvfllhalllll1t!d. _•..... 

Yunus (2000) asserts that poor people always can't receive good social welfare or support 

from a lot of institutions such as banks always lend money to rich people ...illst~~e... ~aIIk. 

Gameen, the less you have, the more attractive you are. If you have nothing, you have the 

highest priority. So they get opportunity that they never had. Moreover, she claims to justify 

all human beings, we need to create social business of doing goods to others such as charity 

not only the capital system to make money. Finally, provide the power of opportunity for 

people who need assistance. (Yunus, 2000) To support people who needs help is very 

important in society. Yunus is writing about the way to help poor people, everyone should pay 

more attention on what's their potential and how to inspire their thoughts to change. 

http:10PIIle.nt
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In my opinion, I totally agree Yunus's point of view to support people who need help. 

Yunus (2000) mentions that "Tfyon have nothing, you have the highest priority" (p.168) They 

help people who have nothing, bIlt still have chance to change their life through lending 

money, assisting by social business such as charity, providing good education. Because 

there's a lot of people can't receive help in the world or under unfair situation. For 

iestaeeeexample, I read a couple of weeks ago, a-fteWS- that a girl was recovering after being 

attacked on her way home from Mingora, Pakistan. She was shot by a group of fighters. The 

girl was trying to strive for an education and take advantage of an o.tlPortunity. ~.ven though 

she encountered such a horrible accident, and it's unfair for the girls who can't go to school. 

she is an example of how taking advantage of an opportunity is not always an easy path.--Only 

people go to school they can improve their society and get away from poverty and disease. 

Thus, the girl needs to be transferred to another place to make sure her safety and continue to 

complete education. If want to remove poverty, people should take advantage of receiving 

education, besides, take this opportunity to improve environment and make changes to their 

family and their society in a better situation. 

People can take nonviolent action to make changes in society. In "Agents of Change 

and Nonviolent Action" Hardy Merriman (2008) indicates that "Nonviolent is a way for 

ordinary people to fight their rights, freedom, and justice."(p.165) It lli important to 

understand why people obey and behave as they do in the first place. Many people have 

forgotten that they are the true power holders in society. Furthermore, taking successful 

movements not only tell people that they are powerful, they demonstrate people's power by 

setting clear, achievable, objectives and documenting and pUblicizing their victories. 

! Moreover, nonviolent action-consist of public protests, expressions of outrage, and moral 

injunctions. (Merriman, 2008) Although Merriman is writing about nonviolent action, we 
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should emphasize people's courage to take advantage of opportunity, not only respect for the 

successful result but also the spirit of ~ process. 

On the contrary, it's not easy for people to take nonviolent action all the time 

beealrebecause of government, social pressure. etc. Merriman (2008) claims that "Successful 

nonviolent movements throughout history, however, have awakened around a common vision 

and acts strategically are far stronger than armies and money" (p.166), In history, there's a lot 

of '1iotoiresvictories of nonviolent actions people who strive for their right of equality. 

"People around the world are increasingly looking toward nonviolent action as a pragmatic 

way to empower their communities to win human rights; and environmental protection" 

(p.167). For instance, Obama had a chance to win the presidency because of the Civil Rights 

Movement's nonviolent protests. Also, women protested for sex, career and societal equality, 

so they could prove their ability is equal to men. Aside from above examples, I heard that 

women from Saudi Arabia that they can't drive in their country shocks me a lot. Owing to 

most countries despite men, women also have right to drive. Especially, we see a lot of 

women in America ...fork at the DM'!, aadwho drive cars and trucks. Therefore, perhaps, 

when women from Saudi Arabia go abroad t&and see different life style from their country 

and experience culture shock, they can take nonviolent action to change the stereotype in 

their country and try to change why women can't drive. They should express their thoughts by 

nonviolent action. Consequently, don't ignore that everyone has right to prove their ability 

and has right to take nonviolent action although it's a risk or doesn't work. Only ifyou take 

the power ofopportunity to try your best, you will know your ability and strive for the rights 

ofhuman beings. Also, womeR is Saudi Araaia ean take 8;c:i';aatage OfOj:lJ3ort1:1RHy to eRange 

Therefore, people can make changes in society by taking the power of opportunity. It is 
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very important for people who take risk to achieve their goals. Only if-when everyone gets 

the chance and believes in themselves, fuat-is when they can do something different. They 

can make changes in society by improving life environment for poor people, increasing the 

opportunity of receiving education, and providing well social support and the charity for poor 

people. They need to take risk in advance, and besides, they can attempt to comprehend their 

potential abilities even if the result doesn't work. Just take a risk to try and see what is 

possible and people can then begin to take the power of opportunity to change their society 

and environment. 

I Comments: 

Lydia, you hit a home run with this research paper. You took my suggestions and you applied 

them. This is an important skill that many students lack. I changed some words and verbs 

around, but overall you had an excellent paper. 811113 


